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May 01, 2012 Complaint Response: 

On 04/25/12 a complaint was made to the Illinois EPA Marion Regional office reporting land application 

near a residence that is not incorporated on rolling ground that runs to a creek.  In response to the 

complaint, Bruce Rodely and I (Brian Rodely) conducted a complaint investigation of the manure 

generation source known as VB Family Farms while accompanied by Cheryl Burdett and Ben Atkinson of 

the USEPA.  Land application and building references can be found in the site plan while references to 

photos can be found in the photo pages attached. 

We arrived at VB Family Farms at approximately 12:45PM, donned sanitary footwear, and made contact 

with the dairy owner/operator Glen Von Bokel.  I told Glen that we had received a complaint concerning 

land application of manure from his facility.  Glen asked if he can ever spread manure and I told him that 

he can in accordance with the regulations and his comprehensive nutrient management plan (CNMP).  I 

also advised Glen that we had been on another dairy earlier in the day and wanted to be sure we did not 

violate any of his biosecurity policies.  Glen asked if we had a shower after the earlier visit and I told him 

“no”.  He asked what would happen if we came back later.  I told Glen that we would come back when it 

was raining or we could get the inspection completed today and it was up to him.  Glen requested to get 

the inspection completed and instructed us where to park the vehicles.  Glen took us  

 where we completed the Livestock Facility Inspection Checklist and reviewed his CNMP.  

Following completion of the checklist we toured the land application site and dairy operation as 

described below and displayed in the attached photo pages.   

We walked to the land application field east of the dairy shown in Photo 001 where the complainant 

indicated that land applied manure was not incorporated on rolling ground running into the creek.  No 

evidence of manure runoff was noted while walking the tree line shown.  Two calf huts were noted in a 

grass field northwest of the land application field but were vacated and had no evidence of discharge.  

We walked down the road to cross the unnamed tributary that runs along the east side of the facility 

then south up the driveway to the dairy where I noted silage leachate trickling out the northwest end of 

the silage bunker as shown in Photo 002.  When walking south on the west side of the silage bunker I 

noticed wrapped hay and silage bags to the west where silage is exposed to precipitation as shown in 

Photo 003.  Silage was noted to be in standing water and leachate running south out of the silage 

bunker as pointed out in Photo 004.  Immediately east of the silage bunker is a feed alley then an open 

feedlot to the east of the feed alley as seen in Photo 005.  The feed bunk roof is missing exposing feed to 

precipitation that runs south commingling with feedlot runoff from the open feedlot and silage leachate 

from the bunker into a culvert directing water south as shown in Photos 005, 006, 007, 008, and 009.  A 

culvert directs wastewater west as shown in Photo 010 where wastewater migrates across a field SSW 

to an unnamed tributary to Flat Branch.  We toured the rest of the dairy where I walked around the 

outside of the buildings and waste storage ponds noting no additional discharges.  Photo 011 shows the 

sample I took of wastewater after it exits the east-west culvert and runs across a field reporting to the 

unnamed tributary.  I provided Glen with the following; Subtitle E Regulations, Reporting Requirements 

for Livestock Waste Releases In Illinois, outline of our enforcement process, and my business card.  We 

Exemption 6 and Exemption 7(C)
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left the facility at approximately 3:15PM and met with USEPA in Carlyle where the sample cooler was 

packed with ice and left in the custody of USEPA for transport to UPS shipping location.  Sample results 

are attached.   

 

Summary/Proposed Actions: 

In summary, there were several violations of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act noted during the 

inspection.  Noted violations of the Act include Sections stating in part pursuant to Section 12(a) “No 

person shall: Cause or Threaten or Allow the discharge of any contaminants into the environment so as 

to cause or tend to cause water pollution in Illinois”, Section 12(d) “ No person shall deposit any 

contaminants upon the land in such a place and manner so as to create a water pollution hazard”, and 

Section 12(f) “No person shall cause, threaten or allow the discharge of any contaminant into the waters 

of the state without an NPDES permit”.  

VB Family Farms should immediately consider the following: 

 Contain silage leachate from the silage bunker and pump to the waste handling system by 

implementing a pump station or pit designed to contain and deliver leachate.   

 Cover exposed silage in bags to eliminate precipitation infiltration that would generate silage 

leachate.  Any leachate from silage bags must be contained in the waste handling system.   

 Cover feed lane east of the silage bunker to prevent wastewater generation from exposure to 

precipitation.  Alternatively, wastewater from feed lanes must be contained in the waste handling 

system. 

 Contain wastewater from the open feedlot east of the silage bunker in existing holding ponds or 

implement additional storage as required.   

 Apply for an NPDES permit for Livestock Operations. 

 

 




